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SA TURDAYY, une 12, 1756. 





Rixatur de lané fepe caprina. 


Hor. 


ec NOPE GEevifhnefs, fays a nervous writer, may 
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fee ne Wy be confider’d as the canker of life, that 
“7 7 deftroys its vigour, and checks its im- 

provement; that creeps on with hour- 
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Perfons of a fretful, quarrelfome difpofition, apt to 
take a lig! i by trifles, may 
1 


1 light offence, and to be ruffle 
truly be called felf-tormentors, and the pefts of fociety. 
Such perfons mect with frequent difappointments, becaufe 
they expect from the world a tame compliance with all 
their capricious humours ; and deferve to meet with them, 
becaufe their expeciations are unrcafonable. When a 
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man’s temper, indeed, has been four’d by ficknefs, and 
a feries of real calamitics, he is not an objeét of con- 
tempt but of pity ; and his little ftarts of choler, pithes, 
pfhaws, and difcontented interjections, fhould be patient- 
ly borne with. But the majority of wayward, wafpith 
people, are not entitled to the leaft indulgence. They 
ought to be thwarted whenever their petulant humour 
makes them troublefome. 


Peevifhnefs, tho’ it may perhaps be ranked among the 
troubles to which we frail mortals are liable, fomcetimes 
prompts us to commit criminal actions, and then becomes 
a vice. I have feen fo many of my fellow creatures of 
both fexes fuffer for the gratification of this foible, that 
when I make my morning and evening addrefles to the 
giver of all good things, I never fail to reckon a con- 
tented mind among the blefflings which he vouchfafes 


to beftow upon me. 


I received yefterday morning an early, and very un- 
expected vifit from an old acquaintance, about my own 


age, who retired to his mantfion houfe in Lfhire 
thirty years ago, in a pet; where he had led, till within 





this fortnight, a fullen, folitary life, difgufted with him- 
felf and every body around him.— When he entered my 
apartment I furvey’d him with aftonifhment, and could 
not help faluting him abruptly ; — ‘ Good God, Sir, 
what has brought you to London !” “ Nothing, faid he, 
but abfolute necefiity, I afiure you, fhould have brought 
me hither, and I heartily hope I {hall not be long detain’d 
here; for this confounded town, matter Babéle, is very 
much alter’d for the worfc, I can tell you, iince I left 
it, A man can’t now-a-days walk along the ftreets 
quietly, without running a rifgue of having his fkul 
fraQured ; his limbs broke, or at leaft his hat knock’ 


off, and his cloaths torn. Things were nit fo bad, I 
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tell you, thirty years ago. Why now this merning 
of oo a 
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I met with feveral provoking accidents. Before I turn’d 
the corner of the ftreet I lodg’d in, I was overtaken by 
two rafcally barbers boys, who jammed me _ between 
them, and befmear’d me with powder; and while I 
was endeavouring to brufh it off, a fon of a gun of 
a chimney fweeper cover'd one fide of my coat with 
foot. I verily believe the impudent young dogs take a 
pleafure in teazing me; for on my looking fiercely at 
one of them, and rebuking him warmly for his info- 
lence, he reply’d in a furly tone, and with a glouting 
look — ‘* Curfe your eyes, you old cuff you ; what, are 
you purblind :” “A little farther, four or five labourers 
fpread themfelves acrofs the foot path, and would not 
budge an inch, tho’ I very civilly intreated them not 
to ftand fo thick; fo that I was oblig’d to go with- 
out the pofts in order to avoid them, by which means 
I was fplafh’d from head to foot by a pair of mettle- 
fome coach horfes, who trotted by me as faft as they 
could. About twenty yards farther I unluckily trod on 
a loofe ftone; and by fo doing, caus’d a great deal of 
dirty water (for you know it rain’d hard Jatt night) to 
fly into my face, and almoft clofe up my peepers.— 
Things were not fo bad, Ican tell you, thirty years ago, 
awhen I lived in London. — Times are ftrangely altered 
fince the year fweiaty-fix. — There is now a total de- 
pravation of manners, — I mect with nothing but infults 
wherever I go. 

refterday at a coftcehoufe near t ; 
and could not be furnifh’d with the news papers till 
every body in the room had read them; and I more- 
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forlorn wretch it is!’ “ My cloaths are not cut, my hat is 
not cock’d, nor is my wig curl’d according to the tafte 
in vogue; muft a man be infulted becaufe he dreffes 
as he likes? Plague on the fafhions, fay I?— Every wife 
man will have a fafhion of his own, and not make him- 
felf look like a monkey to pieafe any body.—And then 
people have got a trick now-a-days, of pufhing alone, 
and fhoving one in the rudeft manner imaginable, — 
Lat Friday —no, I tell a ftory, —I1 mean laft Monday, 
a blundering blockhead rufh’d by me with fuch vio- 
lence, that IT was within a foot of falling into one of 
thofe abominable cellars which are open in ail quarters 
of the town, like traps to catch people who go too 
near them. While I was. venting my fpleen againft 
this fellow, ancther who follow’d me feiz’d me by the 
arm in fuch a manner, that if I had been in debt, I 
fhould have fancy’d myfelf within the gripe of a bailiff: 
and who fhould it be but an impertinent jackanapes in 
a livery, who wanted me to make way for him be- 
caufe he was in a hurry forfooth; could not the fel- 
low have faid, with your leave, or by your leave -— 
Things were not fo bad, I can tell you, thirty years ago. — 
I could not help fmiling here at my friend’s vehement 
exclamations againft the prefent times, and interrupting 
him in the midft of them, “ You forget, faid I, that you 
were then a young man in high f{pirits, and did not mind a 
pufh or two in the {treet ; but now the things which you 
took little notice of then are magnify’d, and become lefs bear- 
able.” — ‘* Pox, pox, faid he, do you think I don’t know 
how things were, and how they are alter’d for the worfe? 
-— God fend me fafe and found out of this corrupted city, 
and I will never fet foot in it again.” — “ Well, reply’d J, 


I am glad to fee you fafe arriv’d at my lodgings after all your 
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troubles.” — ‘* Safe? faid he, Safe? ay, av, I am indeed 
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fafe at prefent, as you call it, but how long fhali I remain 
fo;— will you infure me from all crofs accidents, and 
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perilous adventures while I ftay in town! 
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walk with more circumfpection, faid I, and then I hope 
you will not meet with fo many misfortunes: you mutt 
confider, my friend, that you don’t tread quite fo firmly 
as you did in your juvenile days. — “ Firmly, faid he ?— 
What fignifies a man’s treading firmly when brutal car- 
men, chairmen, and barrow-women are fuffer’d to block 
up the footway, and abufe you if you don’t make room 
for them ; a pack of bullying fcoundrels, and brazen fac’d 
bunters.” — ‘* Indeed, my friend, faid I, ’tis not worth 
while to be in a paflion about them; if you can’t bear 
difappointments of this kind with a philofophic compofure, 
take a coach or a chair; and pleafe yourfelf with laugh- 
ing at thofe whom you fee difconcerted by the fame acci- 
dents which difturb your repofe.” — “ ’Tis a plaguy 
thing though, faid he, that a man can’t go peaceably 
about his bufinefs, without paying thefe rafcals for being 
carry’d from place to place, or elfe having his cloaths 
fpoilt. — The firft night I came to town, in the dufk of 
the evening, a fellow paft by me with a door upon his 
fhoulders ; I thought I allow’d him room enough to pafs 
without joftling, but a villainous hinge which hung from 
it, ftuck clofe to my arm, and made a monftrous rent in 
my furtout.—Befides, there is fuch a collection of filthy 
fmells in the ftreets of London, that I wonder the air is not 
peftilential —How can you bear to live here, Mr. Babdle ? 
You mutt furely have an excellent conttitution!—«« A 
creat deal, my friend, faid I, depends on ufe, and a great 


deal on a difpofition to be pleas’d.— Every ftate of life has 
its difquietudes, and every place its inconveniencies, which 
feldom make a deep impreffion on us when we are accu- 
fom’d to them; and indeed we fhould be very miferable 
beings if they did. You have been long abfent from this 
bufy capital, and make too nice a comparifon between 
the buftle of a town lite, and the tranquillity of a coun- 
trv life. —Were you to refide in Loxdon two or three 
eee you would not be fo acutely pain’d by fome of 
my it 
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its fmells, and chagrin’d by the brutality, or inadvertency 
of fome of its inhabitants. I muft own indeed there are 
feveral regulations wanting ; but thofe regulations are not 
to be made by fuch people as you and I. If magiftrates 
will not cxert their authority, and endeavour to reétify 
publick nufances, we can’t make them. "Tis better 
therefore, I think, to bear without repining, the evils 
which we can’t remove, than to make ourfelves uneafy 
about them:—thofe who are too quickly difcompos’d 
by the common accidents of life, contract a peevifhnefs 
which renders them unfociable, unamiable, and confe- 
quently unhappy.” — “* Lookee, Mr. Babéle, reply’d he, 
tis an eafy matter to preach, but not fo eafy to practife ; 
— you talk very fluently, and I am glad with all my 
heart that you can make yourfelf fo happy; but, for 
my part Here we were interrupted by the arrival 
of our coffee and York/hire cakes. 








The converfation then turn’d on more agreeable fub- 
jects ; my friend was greatly refrefh’d by his breakfaft, 
and left me foon afterwards in a tolerable mood, 
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